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I am still in shocked to learn of the passing of Gregory Love last week. His memorial service 
will be held on Thurs. Aug. 7, 2014 at 11am at Providence Baptist Church, 1601 McKinnon St., 
San Francisco, CA. We will celebrate Gregory’s birthday on August , 2014. 
 
Gregory and I met when we were 12 years old while competing against each other in Track & 
Field Competitions on the playgrounds and tracks of San Francisco. The year was 1966-67. 
 
I will be at his memorial sevice as a lifelong friend, and as a Captain of the Woodrow Wilson 
HS Track Team. In 1969-1970, Gregory was a star and legendary member of that team.  He 
was a multiple All-City Sprint Champion at Portola Junior HS and Woodrow Wilson High 
School in San Francisco. His ability to excite an entire crowd at the old Kezar stadium was 
legendary. The meet announcers loved to say his name and shout, "GREGORY LOVE, LOVES 
TO RUN" and call out his races, marveling at his incredible speed. 
 
He was an All-City Sprint Champion in the 100 yard dash and the 220 yard dash, and his 130's 
Division 440 yard relay team was incredibly fast with Carroll Braxton, the late Joe Jones, and 
Gregory Scott was feared by every HS team in San Francisco. 
 
I loved Gregory Love and he loved my Mom and Dad who would counsel him and admonish 
him, and encourage him all, at the same time. He would come to our family business, all the 
time . . . He loved LuLu's, Sweet Tooth Palace, at 3rd and Paul next door to B&J Hamburgers. 
 
My Dad would track him down and get on his case when he was getting high when we were 
teenagers. They loved Gregory because he didn't have a "violent bone" in his skinny little 
muscled body. He was as "gentle as a lamb" whenever he was around them. 
 
He knew my entire family and I knew his Grandfather and Grandmother who lived in the corner 
house on Carr St. and Paul Ave. almost directly behind Lulu's. 
 
I have lots of other stories about my beloved friend, that I can tell at another time. 
 
Long live my friend The Great and Legendary Gregory Love, one of the greatest competitors, 
"pound for pound" who ever lived. 
	
  
Thank You Gregory for Being A Friend to the End . . .  Your Friend and Teammate Derek 
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P.S. Gregory also beat Dan McKenna, the All-City Mile Champion in the 2 mile Turkey Trot in 
1969-70 because he wanted to win a turkey for Thanksgiving. He won with no practice at all.
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